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Preface

These cartoons are my reflections on faith, and are quietly entering
their fourteenth year since | first started to produce them. Sometimes the
creative process wells up like a fountain, but more often than not, they are
half forced. Some works have been popular and reposted and circulated
by netizens, while others have been coldly received, or have even aroused
controversy or critique (including some that | find much to my liking). In any
case, even up to the present, | am still creating, and | insist to do so.

Why? Because, when | look back, these are truths | have always
believed in from the bottom of my heart.

Truth Is the Foundation and the Source

Many people ask me: “You have created so many cartoons; where
does your inspiration come from?” Without hesitation | answer that my
most important source of inspiration is the Bible. There is no doubt about
this. Although comics are a popular approachable art form, most of the
messages conveyed by these pictures have come from my sermons, and
those sermons are the result of a serious interpretation of the original text,
in-depth reflection, and heartful writing. Although unfortunately for the sake
of brevity, this book is unable to provide in-depth explanations of the verses
quoted in each paragraph. When the reader compares the scriptures listed,
he may even feel they are taken “out of context”. This | admit. But | also
want to say that some are not reflecting just the specific chapters/verses,
but instead are reflecting the concepts or teachings of the Bible as a whole.
However, regrettably, considering the nature, function, and length of this
book, this is the only way to do so.

A Combination of Experience, Observation and Reflection

In the past few years, a phrase is being used in church circles, that
is: “down to earth”, emphasizing that Christians, as the people of God,
cannot be “like castles in the sky”, always talking about things out of time
and space. That’s right. Although theology sometimes sounds mysterious
and difficult to discuss (for example, a few days ago, | received a message
from a netizen on Facebook: “Theology is useless!”). Personally, | have
always believed in and experienced its impact on life, and thus am trying
hard to narrow this imaginary distance between theology and life in the
understanding of ordinary people. To do this, we must work hard to
implement these truths of the Bible, so that we can experience them, as well
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as to constantly observe and reflect on the phenomena around us. God not
only speaks through the Bible, but also through people and things that we
encounter and through the Holy Spirit who lives in us.

Popular Art Is Attractive

| have always believed in the attractiveness of comics, especially in
this generation which is increasingly indifferent to reading. But a writer must
not only strive to write something good, but also has to find ways to attract
readers to read their books. For me, this is not only to increase the sales
of my book, but more importantly, to make my readers willing to be rooted
in the truth, so that the word of God can be more deeply imprinted in their
hearts and help them to grow spiritually.

Making the Work Inspiring

The purpose of education is not to instill a set of fixed truths so that those
educated can pass them on, but to enlighten and help readers so that they
themselves can taste the sweetness of these truths from the banquet which is
the word of God. To do this, comics are an excellent help. People often leave
this message on my Facebook page when they share the comics: “A picture
says more than a thousand words.” In the past few years, | have published
works with “few words and many pictures”. The most anticipated effect of this
is not to provide standard answers to various topics of faith, but to provide
readers with a space for reflection; hoping to inspire the readers to explore
their own journey of faith. The same also goes for this book.

Thank you netizens and readers for your support, likes, comments,
and sharing over the years. When my work is incomplete or misunderstood,
you have faithfully criticized me. | see this as God working in me, sometimes
to push me forward, sometimes to open me up to new perspectives; or
when | make mistakes, God uses it to reprove and exhort me; sometimes it
has even been like a test, asking me to reflect on what | had insisted on, or
on how to innovate or to reach a breakthrough; to let God’s mission which
He has entrusted to me, to continue. | also hope that you will continue with
me in this endeavor in the future.

Andrew Chai
In Dresden, Germany, April 2021
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We Are All Part of the Human Family

BERER [BEAWC o] fABE2TEZENEETREN - B
RPERIRGA - ERLE  WEEERLEN - (FE=8~9)

If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love your
neighbor as yourself,” you are doing right. But if you show favoritism,
you sin and are convicted by the law as lawbreakers. (James 2:8-9)

> EE BIEABHERAERN—BARHNTER (HZ+4~5) » AAH
% BE (M 24) > EEEREEEREMAIE - AT > BE—
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EFBHA MEA! MEZ  HRHENMEAZIBMF/REETAREN
WERE ; AfBHN—E > ZMAZSHFAAERMTERKENA - EAZE
BIBINE S R BED s B ~ BRFNEARKEADPIFE > &4
NFRAEHRNBEENBENTHRESCH THHER) HEE -

G od forbids people to make an image of Him as any specific image

(Exodus 20:4-5), because God is Spirit (John 4:24), and no image
can express His beauty. However, from the very beginning, the Bible
points out that people are created in the image of God. Note that it is
not handsome people, smart people or people of a certain skin color,
but people! In other words, when we fear God, we would not limit Him
to some created image. On the positive side, it means that we must also
respect all those created in His image. People generally classify others
according to external factors such as appearance, achievement, ability,
wealth, background, etc. God’s people, however, should strive to show
their respect for the “image of God” we are all created with by proper
attitudes and actions.

BEZRE - Reflections

. REBREA—ERNAERIMBENA?
Are there any people whom you unknowingly reject?

. BT AR EERRMAEAN TREE] ? BT UM FIHE 2
What behaviors might show “disrespect” to others? How can we
change?




BURARBEEMNURE
SOME THINGS ARE LOVED BECAUSE THEY ARE WORTHY

BEARBERNBER
SOME THINGS ARE WORTHY BECAUSE THEY ARE LOVED
- lan Pitt-Watson
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Precious Because We Are Loved

PRl Lt RUA > EEEERET RN ERMECEARS
EZ BARE, XEERM HREACEEMENRN  EEHM
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For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy
and blameless in his sight. In love he predestined us for adoption to

sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and
will. (Ephesians 1:4-5)

A%i@ﬂ% AT BERAZR R E — B ATFEBVEE UL > FRERE T
REEENRINA > EREAGSLEBENA —BA K
L~ ME S WERMBY » EBEMARELTZRFHA - B BBRE
ABEENEARATRE » BN FTBINERSE » MEANEE - ES
—BAZIE > AT - R fIEdOPEELENEE > MERERN
AERHEERN B HMILEEE - ZMEILERE 18 > REHEHL
$HE > FFIEM—E T 8ERLE ) (B2 5~6) o JERRILER T EF ©

Generally, people use achievements and contributions to define the
value of a person’s life. The people whom Jesus mostly mixed with, and
was close to, were the people regarded as worthless by the world — the
poor, the prostitutes, the tax collectors, the demon possessed, or those who
were ritually unclean because of disease. Obviously, Jesus saw the value of
human beings in a completely different way than the world does. What He
looked at was not the external conditions, but the essence of a human being.
He loves everyone to the end and died for them, showing that they have
immense value in His heart, and as His beloved, they have value because
of His redeeming grace. We were “dead” because of sin, but because
of Jesus’ salvation, we are “seated (...) with Him in the heavenly realms”
(Ephesians 2:5-6). The death row inmate is thus transformed to a prince.

BEME - Reflections

. RNfEEEANEE ? RRABCEEEEBENAR?
How do you measure the value of a person? Do you consider
yourself a valuable person?

. IRTEERERER R EVEE - MR REETE ?

What should the value you have in Jesus’ eyes affect you?
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