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Preface

“If we are saved by grace alone, what difference does it make if believers sin?”

“Is a person who attends church, tithes, and volunteers in ministry necessarily a good Christian?”
“Does the fact that Christianity emphasizes faith imply that it negates the importance of reason?”’
“Why is there still so much suffering in my life now that I’ve become a Christian?”’

“Why should I pray if God isn’t answering my prayers?”’

“Is God pleased with all my sacrifices?”

“It’s often said that Christians should serve God in their every-day lives — how can I do this?”
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These are some of the common questions Christians wrestle with, but instead of seeking answers,
many people keep their questions to themselves; some have sought, but failed, to find the answers they
were looking for, while others satisfy themselves with generic replies.

Knowing how to respond to these questions is very important (here I use “respond” rather than
“answer” because some of these questions aren’t solved by means of ready-made solutions — it’s much
more about how we approach and confront these questions). The way in which we respond is important
because this decisively influences the growth and conduct of a believer. I’ve seen many Christians face
serious faith crises because their answers to these questions have been inherently flawed. What’s more,
due to their flawed understanding, they don’t even realize that they’re in the midst of a crisis. There are
also people who do in fact reflect on these questions; however, for various reasons (including the general
decline in extensive reading), they don’t draw on the abundant resources of wisdom in their search for
answers.
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The contemporary church thus faces an enormous challenge, namely: how can it motivate believers
to contemplate these difficult questions, and, in a further step, encourage them to return to the Bible in
search for the right ways to respond to challenging issues regarding their faith. I believe two things are
needed to this end: truth and creativity.

The fundamental difference between truth and creativity is that truth never changes: once there
is change, it is no longer the truth. Creativity, on the other hand, constantly pursues change; without
change, there is no creativity. Perhaps it is due to this discrepancy that one cannot do without the other.
The creative force of constant change helps to attract people’s attention and motivates them to ponder the
eternal, unchangeable truth. This is why Paul said, “He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching
everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone fully mature in Christ.” (Colossians 1:28)

The styles and methods of combining truth and creativity are myriad — drawing cartoons is just one of
them. This is simply the creative work that I’ve persevered in over the past decade. I hope that by means of
these drawings, I’'m able to stir readers’ interests and, by combining images and text, to encourage deeper
reflection on the essential questions of faith. This book does not intend — nor is it possible in this format —
to offer a detailed exposition on each of the topics it mentions. It is not my expectation that readers satisfy
themselves with the short explanations supplied; rather, I hope that my short reflections will encourage
more people to venture out on the journey of exploring their faith in deeper, more meaningful ways.

Andrew Chai

In Dresden, Germany, June 2018
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In God’s Eyes

So God created mankind in his own image, in the
image of God he created them; male and female he
created them. (Genesis 1:27)

We are quick to determine our value and that of
others based solely on outward performance and
appearances. We do this because our self-image as
well as our relationships with others are damaged.
From the very beginning, the Bible maintains that a
persons worth has nothing to do with race, background,
skills, or performance. The reason why people are
inherently valuable is because they are made in the
image and likeness of God: their value is part of
who they are. Among all of Gods creations, human
beings are most like God. This is why all other living
creatures have been submitted to our care, and
why, after falling into sin, our redeption cost God
so much. In this, we are all the same. Therefore,
we have no reason to look down on ourselves,
nor do we have any reason to disrespect others.

1. How should our understanding of “being created in
Gods own image” affect our sense of self-worth
and our relationships with other people?

2. How can you learn how to value others as you
should?



