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Abstract

Taking cultural affinity and theological poetics as the
core concept, this article discusses the locality and
heterogeneity of local Christians with reference to a study of
the changes of the celebrations of Christmas and Easter by
local Christians in southern Wenzhou. The study holds that
Christmas is a kind of “Renao” (lively and noisy) festival
paradigm with cultural affinity created by local Christians in
the existing deities’ ceremony festival structure. However, in
recent years, some Christian groups have reflected on this way
of celebration and then taken the theological poetic practice to
improve, or even boycott the celebration. The celebration of
Easter is a distinctly heterogeneous practice driven by
theological ideas like “Christology”. Local Christians have

carried out more theological poetic activities such as the
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establishment of Good Friday-Easter festival season and the
construction of a “glorious” community. However, the
“Renao” festival paradigm has not disappeared. The style can
still be seen in the Christmas and Easter celebration of certain
locations. Meanwhile, some festivals, though full of
theological poetics, have always had elements of cultural

affinity.

Keywords: Local Christianity; Cultural Affinity;

Theological Poetics
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