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1. spoken word, uttefance, formula, 2. news, report,
message, rumor, secret, interpretation, plan, thought, 3. wording,
text, terms of an agreement, 4. command, order, decision, 5.
legal case, case in court, legal transaction, 6. matter, affair,

thing ° **
EARME - RxBEM [E09E) ELEEEVRY [HRIR] - AeTE
B awatum AH B 09 B R FEEE R0 H At QP 5 B R A R3]
FEEE o

g - CHItHRD) ME s ZEBMREEE SR
rhSC CEERE) BETT

Y & Fhb 3k ¢ e2waxi@bnu.edu.cn

24. Tgnace J. Gelb, Benno Landsberger, A. Leo Oppenheim & Erica Reiner # » CEMAFR AR
SRR T A E R ) ( Zhe Assyrian Dictionary of the Oriental Institute of the University of
Chicago, Chicago: The University of Chichago, 1956-) > 46 A/2 > B 29-44 o

80




LOGOS & PNEUMA Chinese Journal of Theology (No.31 Autumn 2009)

What is the Sign of Cain?

WANG Xianhua
Ph.D., University of Cambridge
Associate Professor

School of History, Beijing Normal University

Abstract

Genesis 4:15 says, “And the LORD set a sign for Cain,
lest any finding him should smite him.” But what is the sign of
Cain? What is it meant that the LORD set a sign for Cain?
Biblical scholarship does not yet have a definitive answer for
this question. In my opinion, nevertheless, R. W. L. Moberly’s
recent study on the sign of Cain is particularly important. In
this brief article, I provide extra evidence to support Moberly’s
view that the sign of Cain is nothing else but the statement by
the LORD in the same verse, “whosoever slayeth Cain,
vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold”. In addition, this
discussion on the sign of Cain serves also as a case study
illustrating the importance of Philological research on the
original Biblical text to the flourishing of Chinese Biblical

scholarship in the near future.

Keywords: Genesis 4:15; the Sign of Cain; R. W. L. Moberly;
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