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Abstract

This article examines contemporary sociological theories
of trust, formulated by Nicholas Luhmann and Anthony
Giddens, so as to explore the possibility of analyzing crucial
issues concerning modernity. A synthetic approach is used,
which attempts to combine social science with theology. After
briefly sketching Luhmann’s notion of trust, the article focuses
on Giddens’ careful delineation of trust and the modern world.
In Giddens’ view, trust is not only closely related to the three
forces behind the essential characteristics of modernity, but also
plays an important role in the development of one’s personality.
By examining these two aspects of trust, however, one can see

that the horizontal dimension, hidden in the contemporary
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sociological analysis of trust, should be supplemented by and
balanced with the vertical dimension revealed by a theological
perspective. To cross “the fiery brook of relativization” with
which contemporary theologians are confronted and then to
explore the possibility of opening up the window towards
transcendence in our modern world, the article then introduces
Peter Berger’s theological method of “inductive faith” and his
approach of sociology of knowledge. This provides a proper
starting point, allowing us to critically examine the sociologist
notions of trust, and some presuppositions of their analysis of
modernity, from a more comprehensive perspective. As a result,
it can be concluded that this synthetic approach could
substantially contribute to the possibility of opening up the
vertical dimension in the modern world and thus to a more

integrated understanding of humanity

Keywords: Trust; Modernity; Reflexivity; Inductive Faith;
Rites of Passage
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