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Abstract

Marginal governance has led to the mode of hierarchical
governmental trust among the common Chinese people.
Christians are often subject to this marginal governance. Will
they be the exception to the hierarchical governmental trust?
Based on the case study of Zhuo city, in North Jiangsu
Province, this research explores the evolution of hierarchical
governmental trust in local Christian communities. This will be
from the angle of marginal governance, using practical

sociological methods. Three scenarios were found after the
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initiation of religious governance practices; the informal
operation within institutional marginal Christians under the
formal church-state relations; the seclusive operation within
socially marginalized Christians under negative church-state
relations; and the formal operation within the group of those
who are trying to be de-marginalized Christians under the
informal church-state relations. Therefore, we can see the
results of hierarchical governmental trust as typological
differences; namely the institutional type, the rebellious type,
and the strategic trust type. Thus, this article attempts to offer
new explanations for the authenticity and maintenance of
hierarchical governmental trust after reviewing the evolution of
Christians’ hierarchical governmental trust and then reflecting

upon the transformation of religious governance in the margins.
Keywords: Marginal Governance; Local Christians;

Hierarchical Governmental Trust;

Church-State Relations
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