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Abstract

In his new book Divergent Religious Paths to Convergent
End? Perspectives of Religious Studies and Sno-Christian
Theology, Lai Pan-chiu addresses the issue of religious
diversity. He raises a significant question, namely whether
religions have a convergent ultimate end or not. To answer this
question, he articulates a theory of multi-dimensional salvation.
This article argues that Lai’s theory effectively explains the
complexities inherent to religious diversity. The theory claims
that religions have some common soteriological goals, which
nevertheless do not belong to the category of ultimate salvation.
This theory however does not adequately answer the question
of whether religions have a convergent ultimate end or not.

Moreover, this article argues that, in terms of a Sino-Christian
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soteriology, Lai should further discuss whether Christianity and
Chinese religions have a convergent end or not, especially given
the inherent contrast between Christian monotheism and
Chinese polytheism. This article also argues that Lai may
incorporate other issues such as multi-dimensional salvation,
universal salvation, and the ethics of hope into his discussion,
so as to explore the possibility that religions have a convergent

ultimate end.

Keywords: Religious Diversity;
Multi-dimensional Salvation;
Sino-Christian Theology;

Ultimate Dimension of Salvation
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