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Abstract

The discovery of the phenomenology of voice in
Emmanuel Levinas’s' posthumous manuscripts helps us to
understand the ideas in his two great books: Totality and Infinity
and Otherwise than Being or Beyond Essence. In his
unpublished lecture notes from the 1940’s, voice is the way in
which the invisible other is presented to me: it makes the other
“heard”. In this sense, the concept of “face” in Totality and
Infinity, published more than ten years later, is not only the
continuation and development of the concept of the
phenomenology of voice, but also the exposition of its
metaphysical principle. Face and voice complement each other
in describing the unique way in which the invisible other is
present. In the 1970’s, the phenomenology of voice reappears
in Otherwise than Being or Beyond Essence with a new

development: the external voice turns into my voice, and, as the
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vibration and exchange of breath, the phenomenology of voice
evolves into the phenomenology of respiration. It not only
describes more fully how the other is present as an inspiration
to me, but also describes more deeply my subjectivity and
spiritual structure when I respond to the other: the other is in

me, and I am the substitute of the other.

Keywords: Emmanuel Levinas; Phenomenology of Voice;

Face; Saying; Phenomenology of Respiration
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