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Abstract

As the Word of God, the Scripture has been one of the
main vehicles through which Christians establish their
relationship with God. Matthew Engelke introduces an
apostolic church in Zimbabwe which rejects the Scripture: the
Johane Masowe weChishanu Church. By combining
ethnography with semiotics, Engelke gives a vivid and
profound interpretation of their lives and belief system, which
is in seeking an intimate relationship with God in the tension
between the material and immaterial, while avoiding as much
as possible the negative effects of the material factors. In
religious practice and daily life, the apostles creatively integrate
Christian faith and African culture, providing a unique
perspective and example for us to wunderstand African

Christianity and even Christian faith itself.
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