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Abstract

The Sino-Christian Theology Movement emerged from
the context of Mainland China in the 1980-90s, when the
country was eager to resume the process of modernization after
the Cultural Revolution. It has thus had concerns with various
issues related to modernity through the years. In the beginning,
the focus was placed on the cultural perspective and questions
related to language, culture, indigenization, and so on are
articulated. Roughly after the turn of the millennium, when
China has involved more in international affairs, a shift of
attention to the social dimension has appeared. Questions
including the political, jurisprudence, and the like related to the
establishment of a nation-station, have arisen; they are also
intertwined with theological inquiries, but not directly as in the
traditional style. Therefore, debates and misunderstandings

have been heard, because at the same time, the question of
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whether modernity is still desirable or not was raised by some
Chinese scholars.

This paper explores a possible developing pathway of
Sino-Christian theology from the perspective of humanism
against the background mentioned above. The relationship
between revelation and law, a question raised in the
examination of modernity, needs particular attention. It
concerns whether the human sees itself as self-sufficient or
wants to seek for something greater than itself. It is related to
the question of securing justice and achieving virtue in history.
The Christian humanistic tradition can trace the discussion back
to the classical doctrine of incarnation. This doctrine has
influenced both the medieval inquiry of Imago Dei and the
modern discussion of humanity, which are also some examples
of the humanistic concerns. Sino-Christian theology should
continue with exploring the Christian tradition to respond to the

contemporary issues it is facing at the moment.
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