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Abstract

Modern Neo-Confucianist Tang Chun-I paid great
attention to Nicholas Berdyaev’s Theosis with his concept of
“God-man” as the core. In Tang’s eyes, Berdyaev combined
humanism with religion, which stood in opposition to the
traditional belief in God-man isolation, and thus affirmed the
universal value of humanity. It is close to Tang’s own
Confucian humanism. However, on the other hand, Berdyaev
failed to fully affirm human value, and clung to Jesus as the one
and only mediator of salvation, which some might think tends
to the theory of exclusive salvation. Tang’s interpretation also
differs somewhat from Berdyaev’s understanding of freedom,

God-man (and Man-god), humility and universal salvation. He

269



also omitted Berdyaev’s eschatological frame of Theosis.
Tang’s interpretation is originated from his idea of the
immanent transcendence of human, which is due to his
insistence on the Confucian theory of the original goodness of
human nature, plus his adoption and transformation of both
Kant’s and Hegel’s philosophies. Tang’s understanding and
interpretation is constituted by the grounding myth of onto-
theology. Moreover, the criticism of Tang from Chinese
Christians was also confined to onto-theology. Therefore, the
Christian-Confucian dialogue needs to overcome these different
understandings of onto-theology in order to deconstruct the
dualism of transcendence and immanence. Only in this way

might Theosis gain its methodological significance.
Keywords: Theosis; God-man; Neo-Confucianism;

Christian-Confucian Dialogue;

Overcome Onto-theology
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