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Abstract

The Nestorian manuscripts of Dunhuang from the Tang
Dynasty recorded some historical information about the local
Jewish population, especially the Chinese appellationa given to
Jews, “Shihu” (f7 Z.) and “Shihuyuan” (fi1 % %x), in the
literature The Monotheism. This information in Chinese spread
information about Jewish history and promoted the cognition of
Jews in the Chinese world. We can obtain more information
about Jews recorded in Chinese by the comparison between
“Shihu” and “Shihuyuan” and other similar Chinese
appellations, such as “Zhugu” (47 #%), “Zhuhu” (17 Z),
“Zhuwu” (&), “Shuhu” (Jft &) and “Sahu” (F£7%.). As one
of the earliest Chinese sources about Jews, the value of this
literature is not only reflected in Christian studies, but also in
the study of Judaism and in the history of Chinese Jews in

antiquity.
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