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ZHAER o 5 — F W > 4T 40-41 [var o 48 Wb = 3 > Jr
PR E AR > R ] B AR R BT LR — A
B BN > TR (R CEEF - mEE) ) -
FHRHNEE [BARBEA S XFHFRER] o KX
BH > (—fw) WEFRBETHEERLEEHHE (E
BE- ket ~FASE ([H] - [FEA]) Haw
WAMARE At EFEGEEHABTERZRYE - (—
W) MWEEETMARMAFEARE  REL K G HE
B~ W EE R > FTAEFR o H BB ARNE )\ 1
PN ERXEBWAE  WEEENFRRA -
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CEEE) M CREFHBRAT M) (UL G
HARY ) E T RZEATE TN S AAEAREE » RO A
AR o i S 2 B BIE B TEWAR
B ER | o 3 i ACW) o AESUE B A R AR TR B L R
WHASCE > Hdh (RBESHEESEE) MinE—&TF
M R > BigEE > ARECGE -

— L=\ > ARG REPH 3R TR (Gt
HES IR R — 30 WA — RBOCE > L A
i T Ay T [ O B S A e O iR A P T v T A o
fihFHSCE AR R FOMAR - B B - 3 405 17 > (HER&K
—ITH [ —HERE = ST Pl SCE & AR

(M) A —F0 53 o fAE— L =5 — L =—%4F R
BEC > R EASCESN > WETERSCE R B RO M B
S A SCF ] A o AhER AT 365-366 [ H/RELAR » PRHAET
MR Wi NE AR > C—UIE |
BUR T BEAEFARL VG IL/SIU—4F > AT 40-41 [ Mranf it =
BT > IRANGE D T AR > MR ALRRET ) JREEE T H AR

1 CEEZ) B (KES) dus: PEEER > 1955) > H8ed : [HBL T 4FL
H oo aRE B B > BE R WIREE o BN EPTREA  mTASEL > 2k
Jk Ea o REHEE - oMy - ARSI - PRI HATK R o Bl AR s sy g <7
— s R —A

2. MR CRBREGATHEM) (L WL > 2012) > EH 120

3. PREBEMRES - [ERZEIORELR - | (BRBEE -  CRERBAOAT hBIFRAEN T )
BEE (2) ) o # CRIED 2016 455 7 89 > H 20-21 © #i48 (Alexander Wylie) ##%% :

“... conducted his guest into the interior; the sacred books were translated in the imperial

library.” 2 Alexander Wylie, On the Nestorian tablet of Se-gan foo: Reprinted from the
North China herald (New York, 1856), p. 13 °

4. FHE > CGRBRIM—MERFED > W0 GEo%E- % 155191851 > H 141-144 5
A CPIFT R L s B SCsR © P ) Grlhb - SRTESRIIEdr - 1958) - B 235-239 ¢

5. CMEE > (EERSBRMICE <) > B CEM) (8 E 49819230100 0 H
158 ©

6. PHT » (—thit= - JFHEFIE—%) M) GIER 5 L BB Al
FURT 0 1931)
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HRXE (—#iR) NREHE

MBI AE W AR R o 7 i) (IR i 1 SCE)
B H A KB AT F =
—JL=E4F > E{ALFEB (Peter Yoshiro Saeki) i <
1 BT FERIIR SCEAI S (The Nestorian Documents and
Relics in China) —3& > SHEANEE 7% & B R Bk WL A IR
(Nestorians)  (EthsREE R 520 BE A BN JLE 3¢
SCEAREEEL AR > OB R O SO R T — SR R R AR o
TENFRIE SESCEIRE - Al MR CEAR) Il = 5B R
SCEWH A ILE > LA » BAERPE > 10— D
fEEA =4« C—fMEm - mss ) - (MR  — KamEs
—) MR AR =) ARSI
B T [HBAARBKREMS FESC PS> m
AR RRY B - JE s e GBI BIEE (R
[RBESFRFEE ) o M E SRS R 2 B8 -
M (D) RS\ AE S o A E Y[R —
Wi - (MR SRV TSP —4F > BIFT AR A AR AR /N AR
BOES > & GREGR) Urainy [EHAR > B8R
EY) » FTLLVER [RRRLEHE - H 2 aE1E R

7. Wk EH2e
8. Peter Yoshiro Saeki, The Nestorian Documents and Relics in China (2™ ed; Tokyo: The Toho
Bunkwa Gakuin, Academy of Oriental Culture, Tokyo Institute, 1951).

9. SrRl% - CRBFREEWSER) ~ (FR) - UFHREFIG - (- ms—)
(M - —Kawsh—) ~ (e - HeEmitag) - CRESRAKEERE L) -
(EREYRE) - (REFRBETLARK) -

10. Saeki, The Nestorian Documents and Relics in China (2" ed), pp.4-5: “With regard to the
direct Chinese Nestorian documents we are told on a very good authority that more than
thirty of the Nestorian sutras were translated into Chinese by the end of the Tang Dynasty
(See the Tsung-ching, infia.) And out of those thirty or more books we are glad to say that
the originals of nine documents which we have here translated into English are extant in
Japan and China. They were all discovered in China within the last three decades, although
the rest are not yet discovered ....”

11. Saeki, The Nestorian Documents and Relics in China (2™ ed.), pp.249-252.
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HEN] o PHIGAT R > FARE (M) TREA Wil
HIEA— R > (B 4B A AH BSR4 > RRRI2 2 =
AR (M) M OTBEREFTAS) RIRETBIMR o A
BEHAA B AE R B2 BT B A 25 > At 5 A SF
wi ] BE AL AT S R o

SR > AR EG B Bo] 58 AS s At 2 R B9 ARE AR (fthis®
Z 2 VG IG /S VU —4F ) R0 BA] 28 2 1) AR HE AR A5y (PG 67N = HAF)
AT - SR A BB AR SRR o BN > AR AT i sCh A
i ff oy RS — 0y B R W R > 58U
BRI SCE - AR > X FEATHZEBR TR E 8
MIVESH o BN > 47 371-372 HHEivRhlizy (GEE) [ARZE
FEE - RBAE - BEMEEAPREET] > BRAKP
B (o RIPUR 2 g sp ) AR R EAE B
ST EE 22 B AG > ST HL ) 1 20 B R AR T R AN R S
(R I SR R N 10 7 N e i el e = e S =17 N
AR 2 B R @l ES - A [EHWAR - BHE

12. [A] | 5E{ 124 : “the place where these precious Nestorian documents were composed must be
somewhere in Ch’angan, if not actually in the Imperial Library as mentioned in the Nestorian
Inscription, and the author of all these four documents - the Takakusu and the Tomeoka
Documents must be rightly presumed to be the work of Bishop Alopen or his men as already
referred to.”

13. WA EEIR O — AR BB o ) A SCUE 3 SR AL T 1 R AN 7 B - BB LS oSy — 4
By (R PETTEAE » HEDRZ0 THRERIY [ B | (W4 R—E s ERm T
—E (WHE=—— /=24 » FAANEGEEUAIERN =0 JLE (RTH
TEEAR) SERERIORRAEAE AR o AR MESE R — 2 BTG N—4E > FIRgLL
Z B o 532 Isaiah Gafni, “Seleucid Era”, Encyclopaedia Judaica, vol. 18 (eds. Michael
Berenbaum & Fred Skolnik; 2™ ed.; Detroit: Macmillan Reference USA, 2007). p. 260 ©

14. ¥R PEIE CORERE - T R T ) —s Rz iRt TRz
REF > FREE > BRRE - AARKEER - 2 REE > FUBE ZRIE - AR
KEHER -T2 RER SR ERKE > AARREER LM Z REK - LR >
FIRKIE > ARKEHER « RPEZR - BEFZR > A% RAE - 5A B AFIE - 5
Bz oAz ) (KRB - THE) > PERTEHFETLFH (
https://ctext.org/da-dai-li-ji/qian-cheng/zh > 2020 4F 11 H 19 HZIE) ) -

15, AREME - CRBEFHBWATHERAE) M QF BRI A 18 WAL 6 B 22 2
o
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ERXE () NEIELE

Bl B EHBEEMS o 5550 > 4T 246-247 @ [ KA EGE
METUN T AE ] o o4 [REE ] M B BT O OE > AIEE A
NBEZH - 17

HHE > PHIKEE S M >mmmﬁﬁ%%mrﬂ
S > IE N > ST O AR E LR T P
RS R B > 1078 S LA L BUR — 0y 22 o %%
# C—PiERmY ER AR T B2 5 R PE e /S P —4F - R
2 ASRAE PG TE /S = /\NAE T T el B4 Wr b e AR — 47 7E %2
2 =47 > IR [RIAs S ] i RO HEE »
Bl (—tEmy UInTRoE 2 [RIASER ] mfES ?

FrA > R AR (— M) BEMBUETTE A — > th
) [PTEEASCE | MR [ FASE R st A2 -
B AR & » M7 B SO NS AAT » Al S SR — B 5 | IR
AR (M) AT > IR EREERE -

16. FEAARIE TE | 7k H‘EJ “ (Saeki, The Nestorian Documents and Relics in China,“The
Chinese Text”, p. 55) > SHHTEM T T2 H#HH > QEERECULERE) (U -
=W > 1996) - H 142 I%ﬁi CREREURBESCREERREIT)  (Abnt - RIR L RAL -
2016) > F1228) > {EAAMHRE BOWI AN BRSO 2% B © PR IRAR [ £ ] 7 “travel
upon the broad way”~  (Saeki, The Nestorian Documents and Relics in China, p.211) > {H3E
SR [F ] Tk TR AMBIR - IRRAERRE « JEFT (Tang Li) &% [E0E] &

“the right road entrance (the gate)” (Tang Li, 4 Study of the History of Nestorian
Christianity in China and its Literature in Chinese: Together with a New English Translation
of the Dunhuang Nestorian Documents [Frankfurt am Main: Peter Lang, 2002], p. 172) - {H

[E ] TR R “right” - GbR@IRT o SAABUEE [F 08 | BIAR (A . (R
RFEHWATPREE—RRJHCURER) (AL 8> 2015) > H112) o IREAE
fRE o ASCRE S > [ ERE ] AMEFIARE > B TREMAOMIE] » [E] F1E (—
My AAMEBUR = (17354 0 [EATEME] ~ 47357 [REESRE] 47371372 :

[RRBEE -WHE]) - GREAE TBE] W B AREGS -

17. 17 246-247 & (HEe9AiitinR) AR LRI - B CRRAEE) L7 13 i TR
TR o R A5 BIB  ISFTRTIHY > BRI ERMAWRZE o | BTRL > [E %]
RIMFERNZ > A5 B ERH -

18. WHF - GRESMIM—MRARS) - 57236 MEZMR O oO—FE oM &
TELAOD UL EE T TH2H5 - |

19. EWPF > CHAN SRR W SCE S sCE BB AP - # CGBUREEETD 2016
EH M H 154160
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ESCERE] P [RARSEAT 40-41 > HERRAEE B R T LA
FIHFE - ASCRR I IE BB O B MG BB s > TR
sz > MEAVERI T © sZ BT (17 37-43) BRINAEWTE -

ATH—#  EXEEER > RE—H > FAE—R>
FAPE—R > FEER  —RAR > F—F_HHTHER
B o v n A bk R > R BT Z AR R o W
EERMAS > RUEER - FARE F-—F_FHELHF-
Be—d - HWBEEER - FEMRLE

PE B — M R AN - A — DT EY - dn— AR
MIGR TR > HAEFEIGAZRE (] EPRA
HIEHR > BRAE BT B AR CF L T 8 > B G 2 BOR A
FEATE) 2HEFIAIH o T8 ] BRRIMER B iy - FRE
SRRAT R ? R A RIS RZM ? AT >
R BURN I8 30 A7 T8 R ) PO SR B o 4 KR - P I) s -

[ PG AR R AR RGN TRREL > L
TERE o SRAIFREE > PELAEFT - BB - POHIR IE S -
JIT LA > P S SRR B P PR A (S AR = )
ARV - A 2 e OR3P E B — A O 5836 > L R PY
ia BT R~ Bl B o A 2 A AR VY S A R R A A

20. PSR A RO LA B RIE - (HERE L AR R RO B RERE - “For
example, from here to Bosi (Persia), like from Bosi to Fulin, there is no land-border nor
time-border.”  (Tang, 4 Study of the History of Nestorian Christianity in China and its
Literature in Chinese, p. 159) ° $IAHE R ] &y DEBEBZHRE] ~ [HE] &

MREBE ] (HTAASE . (GESERBCUGERE) - B 118) o SUMERE [R5 [ZH ]

(A > CRBFERATHEME) - B 86) - imLLHRAP H IR I & o M -

AR AR [ REET | F4F “the world of tangibility”  (Saeki, The Nestorian Documents
and Relics in China [2™ ed.], p.166) {EA LA LA o

21. &S (FEHA) (Hdb: #it > 1976) > B 87 [#h#kK : Farang, Constantinopole | °
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Al > AL JERT PG B ] A T AR AR A A v B o G
1% 5 BRI DBE R - T T P BR PO B U > A P B = A 3L ]
LB > FIWERE Sy - VIS B A hiE o dLE st E AL
HE o 2T L > PSR F U A {18 R A SR R AR
VR INAE st - Al FU gy E R0 [ iar An AR st 2= P ek > R A
PEVEIRE P | > (EARBER [ anpe b = i - AR UNARE B
Wbtk o BREEARERZ R TE P R -

i bt KPEIRAE) 375 A B A > P SsOR ME S 2
S R BYHEE B A W E o WS MR & > 75 b A 0 e
WA (LAEILEE) — Ty Th) BB L A B S i e [
FEHT > I —J5 THD A BRI PG S A ) I T e A M R AT
T V5 358 e 0 1 3 LA £ D 1) B R G i 42 9 g Bl 9~ ED
JEE b e v B i R R AT o ELTE PU SR R B = B Ml (4>
Honk a2 il ) WS Jat - S0 R AR A 2 B 1 e | o
AL R o BAEPY ST NP O4ELLRTHT — A £24F - 5%
Mol sz B B g o b)) =0 [ (&) BIAEUE
B > BLEER MG o | 24 COROFHIEE) 755 0 [ (RE) X
FORFEHERE - SRR - | 2

ASCER TS ) BT RO ) AL e A5 A - BT
HORFER ] (I A7)~ ThEA) ) > AR A b L Bl
5o 2L BN R R HUBE AN GO QR Al T 52 B
SNV I = B L [ o

22, WIESE - WREHR o (BBUERS ) o W GRRESIRETI) 2017 455 6 W1 5 7
&> HI516°

23. K. Warikoo (ed.), Xinjiang: China’s Northwest Frontier (New York: Routledge, Taylor &
Francis Group, 2016), p.11.

24, Cdbsk)  (Jext: hEERR > 1974) > H 3215 -

25, CRPHEEE - PSR+ - PR = - @8 > REEEEEFLFHE (https:/ctext.org/
dictionary.pl?if=gb&id=400247 > 2020 4F 11 H 19 H#ZI%) -
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ESCEIERARAT 371-372 TEEE 2 AT IREASHRAE 1] BE 22 5k
WRAE - 37 5 ) [ 3 S A RN > T DA BRAZEAR ERY TR e A S
EOM TEIASERE ] AT o R > BT
REBEWFLE &G > NMUEFYL S > LS B B e
) o BB (47 370-373) A0k

OB XA TR FEa: [HFRERKT
B As% $xEme ] TREEE -HE -REE-EH
EHATELT > FFURBBREN DA T RR - RGH A

B o

EBCSUT CRIMERTE) — & 26-27 #i > K& CHESS
FY ZF 5 WS RL > ATERL o [ MR > mT AR
MZEBW > ERNBEAERZNAE > ARRINAZ A%
BIHAZ o AlHoE 7 E B > AR EN M
g T eSS o nyARsE AL S o | AR 0 TR
BLEM 0 50 > FEEE > MOEORERUE T EES A 1y
A FEAS b A2 o S RS2 A T R R A I A 2 it 2 1Y [
JBE 2 ] FTLL > = BESCT AR LR SR AE AL € 1Y 55 St Pl
BT (MRESERE) > e LB o - 3 Him)
B ELEE P [AREE - BT REAfE - R
ANHEE T I —BRAEE e T 1 gt e aditg o

EAERMAZR N RS R T AR S - W EEH

26. JHEFIFEA “It was not from the holy lords or kings, or from the rich men that His disciples
were selected.”  (Tang, 4 Study of the History of Nestorian Christianity in China and its
Literature in Chinese, p.180) Frf B3 | 3%y “holy lords™ o A SCRIR B MLl -
fEdkE s > THE ] REEAZWAEM > o GHAL - 30« TR - HEH
B Az AE ] Gk - 48 - TREEITE > AESENGHT . WA ART ] b
A - RS0y - TREELESZHE  BMREE > ERAZERE o]
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T oo BIEHE - ARIGES /N > BISL R AERER - B
TIRBER N - BERR> B 2 4% - AFHARE - EREER -
HATTIUN O4FEHE » FEACRI IR ~ JRIC ~ FHIR » FVEE RAE )
B E G > Sl R R BB R - AL > Ak e AR
Bl EZ FRALRK AWK FERR o dnHFREFSTEH
3C EAR R KRB R 5 L B S RIak 5 7T TS o AEREAR
FEEr s ERKIS BRI EOE MAEE A6 > — 2R
LETEER G T (RISCN) > “RERERZEGHE
T E B o BRIREE TR AL & A LRIk - BRI A AR
SRR LR TERRE > AR B o

B TREEME] - B > EREtE L BT
YEE > ABSL S M o TREAE] RAEELE T8
F 1T E ] RS2 — A B AR - AT AR
ta b —ERAHEZA TRRAME] - WA SOz
N RIS AE) o (M) 7E4T 26-28 Frig®lny [1E
N1 R — KA R

— AR EEZ FEE= o TR T E
R8> JFERA > FEMEAN -

IEBOCT R S Y] (38— U1
) > s R ] AR AR o AR
Ll i R A — R e AR R~ 2 > AR AR i 2K
LRBE [ ] o BERMEN - 78 52 B3 U 7% o

27. HREREE - OBEAULRRPERE LB S RIBERT o B GLERE) 2016 45 12 4 »
%344 > F180-192 ¢

28. fEAT# © “No one can make it and there is no master, nor maker, nor operator.”  (Tang, A
Study of the History of Nestorian Christianity in China and its Literature in Chinese, p.158) °
SEREE [IERT) 2% (ARG ~ T4 2% THRMEMA ~ THEAD 25 A
RN (HIEREE > CBERRSRECCIGRRE) - H 117) o SRBLE [ERT) & T TR -
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—EEZE RN EE > PfE L E BRI SCE T IEAF
A L AE NG ST B AR AR TR - 3028 B £ fth — O
—POAER (EEE TEAN] MEMR) 31— #HH— I\
OAFAR ASR A 77 1T i B Al i A 1 — (R 45w > SiB TR
N R B B A — FEAK B D ke R - A T N EE
AT DA%S B B A K o 28 B 5 | R R A 3 P N ) A S
MIWETE o w824 B BB N DA s A O R E S22+
Zidq o BB > ARSCGRE > @ B B AL g s R T (—
Wy AT 371-372 09 TREEVE] F147 26-28 19 [1EN ] MIPE#R
BT S > IRREMRRE S0 TREEME ] FEVEH W b g Ak g
S — SR LA o

M- ] RS

B OGN E RN H o — s El [ AR > R
FHEAMM A B ER RAEFERT - 2O BB TR > HER AR
el (K7:6) A€ <M » HECEHBAETT 231-233 ¢

ERFRBEAMNA - i MEKR > BAEA - b AN
RBHA RAHEA - HFTRERTEE > HRER -

MRAL By THRAEMALD ~ TEAD B TIRGEIAD - (5B CREFRZORATH
Bs) - H 85) VEMAIKHRME “He is not created, and there can be no master-artist. Nor can
there be any one who can apprehend Him, nor, indeed, any who created Him”  (Saeki, The
Nestorian Documents and Relics in China [2™ ed.], p.164) A< ST i WA SC HA T EA
1 PR S B[RS A] -

29. M > GHEBE TEAN] MEmH - & ChESELTR) 2014 552 4> &H
76-86 o BRESLRRE  WEtHn® - GRy [1EAL ) - 8 (PERBFFE) 1995 4F55 1 1> &
51-57 « 2 E - QAR THEAL BR) » d CALERTI) 1989 4F55 2 1 > B 73-76 ©

30. BARSERE - TEINESCHEPIREMEENAR (MEAN] - HORHE AN & By
Yir o HEFEELAMEAT UTAEALE) - BRE P L EETaREn [
N BE (BEHEAZEE) > RE > BEEn TEA] S mie S mAE M EA i
ERBHE (HEEN) > SREEARRETRE MEA - JBIEN) §5% - | RBARBLIRE -
ftitpreg - G TPEAL ) > H 5253

31 FE - GEER [fEAN] FERR > H 76-86 ©
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[ BEEHR L NI | 32— R ESE ] [ AN BEEEAa o0 ]
PR 7% A [ 2 B e By o 26— > i LT AR AR -
(5] BN ToA=E] - T3ER) RD MBI (BESEAEfT 308
WAL TR ) 5 o {EIE WA A BB AN A 2 -
ERAEE) SAZILEYSER - e MIBIARZA
ABLERA AN o EFRMERTER AR M5 8 [ ]
TR (A - EREAEN > BT ERRAREEAE
TR B -

EREARINE > AR 2= EscGE > ANA
8 M) FER (5] KRG - sR/ANVETE (RIMLEH R
KRB HEALACYR) BB — FIAERTITEE AR 377 9E2E i+ - 7§
B BB LW > BT ORI A R FiREE) iSCE
FOBk T HRSRRERE A RS [tA ) o TAER ] A9 S >
LU

Faeof /N IORERE > MURAY [ ) B [0 ) > o [y )

32, JEAT## © “If you are not clean and pure, how can you say such words to others?”  (Tang, 4
Study of the History of Nestorian Christianity in China and its Literature in Chinese, p.171) °
SERTEE T ) 2 TRBEEME] - (BT QEERECULERR) - ' 1400 -
R [ ) Z TREMERS R B o (RAE, CREFEWATHREM) > ' 121) -
AR G 4E“Do not put what is holy and pure before ‘quasi-persons’ (i.e., dogs) lest they
despise it.” (Saeki, The Nestorian Documents and Relics in China [2™ ed.], p.209) 7= 3Cfif i
SR -

33. SR/ANE > RIS FEARIRBINFEAL IR SRS DRI - R B AR
ZHEHTEERBGHE MU (http//www.nxkg.org.cn/index. php?m=content&c=
index&a=show&catid=15&id=184 - 2020 £F 11 /1 19 HgH) - HB55E > LEFL
TREBRSF A MARHIREERESD - # CC) 1989 4F55 111 > 51 60-69 e
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AR PIAEEER (47 207-404) — ol A (2
fnasmy - wh A — W2 #E > Hohadik T HRERA 3R
AR (47 286-289) > WI'F :

REPRERER > AR ER > FRFEHE - A
HERDER  GREZEAE > EF LB - BRLGAEH
EFE o

U BSOS HB SR SR R » At S [RTRR AT | 2SR o
PEAR BRI =F 5 [Hhindi ] > 54 “anewcleancloth” ;34
SISy FThaAE ] > 1 [RZVFROAIRAR ] 5 S EFek
HTREAT | > AEIRAETE o 0SBl g SC[w] £ > {ERIFST © 37
. SR O— JUAE LSRR = A
T e SRR FAISR TAKER — O O =4
fﬁg CEARRZEDTIE) ME AR i) BRI
TERY R (B A s B 376) » IFWEER O
OMFJUHENEE T (BUERL R L mpufdE) (%
CAFF 20200 ) TR T B RS SCE RS

34. Saeki, The Nestorian Documents and Relicsin China(2™ ed.), p.16 ©

35. HARE . QERESRECCERE) o H 146 ¢

36. EHWIF > EfCBURESCRECTAMIR) - H231 -

37. SUMIBL . (CRFEFREBGATHEW) - H 121

38 WM - GEAC (—HERD) BH7T)  CLatiE #EOR RS LR 3 - 2019) » 20 ©
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My ool TRED R THED - X5 (R - £47E) [
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MEBRT AR AnFHaRARES EREECHHE
EZ > RRMEBEAEBTEN HXEARTERIAEMD > B
£7 » (K 27:59-60)

R T A AT R > B AR R K
R FREANMER XRE - BREEELN (77
15:46)

IR > FHamAET > SR EFERERNEEE
MWEBERKAFIEBA o (E 23:53)

AP 5k B R R A PR 2R B BLAE o R AR B & B8 R R AT A
EEREHRT o (% 19:40)

39, REFIAZ > (AR SRS MIURE) (KPR « FWERE > 2020) > H97°

40. wfE THE] - @ CEEEZESL)  (HA @ #RaR@tk > AL+ 24F) > H 1576-1577 ©

41, BEEE > G RHABUEMEEM R —IGRIE R A Y D > i R
WFFE) 2004 455 6 9 > B 27-40 -
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Abstract

In the early 20th Century, Toru Haneda disclosed the
existence of an ancient Chinese Christian manuscript from
Dunhuang, called Yishen Lun (Discourse on God). Based on
Lines 365-366 and 40-41 of the text, he said it was written in
AD 641, in a place to the east of Persia. In 1937, Peter Yoshiro
Saeki further expanded this interpretation and said that it was
written in Chang’an, the capital city of the Tang Empire, as he
believed that it was composed by Aluoben, who arrived in
Chang’an in 635. This article counters Saeki’s assertion, as his
assertion is not supported by, and is not consistent with,
internal information in the text. Instead this article suggests
that the place of authorship should, instead, lie outside China
proper, to its west, in what used to be the Kingdom of

Gaochang (today’s Turfan region of Xinjiang). This is evident,
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for examples, in the structure of society shown in the text, the
unique way of writing some words, the knowledge and use of
cotton, and local adaptations of biblical and patristic analogies
to an inland desert area. How and when the Christian
community from which this document emerged found
themselves in Gaochang, and how they should relate to the
larger Christian story whether inside and outside of China, are

issues that should be further investigated.

Keywords: Yishen Lun; Tang Jingjiao; Turfan Christianity;
History of Chinese Christianity; Turfan Study
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