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Abstract

Essays and Reviews which was published in 1860, is one
of the most important documents in the history of Bible
interpretation. The ideas it contained are complex and even
contradictory. Core to the book is the tension between “God’s
Bible” and “Man’s Bible”. On the one hand, Essays and
Reviews insisted on the divine nature of the Bible. On the other
hand, they also emphasized the element of “human” in the
Bible. In general, it had a “sincere suspicion” towards
Christianity. Although the opponents of Essays and Reviews
heavily criticized the book, that in their opinion it denied the
divinity of the Bible, their opinion still shared extensive
common ground with the book. Both sides of this debate were

sincere in their feelings concerning Christianity and the Bible.

166



By reviewing this debate, we can learn the actual situation of

British beliefs in the nineteenth century.
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