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Abstract

In China and many other parts of the world, the outbreak
of the pandemic is exacerbating social and political crises, and
the common life ideals and practices are facing severe
challenges. In this context, this article re-examines the political
theology of the theologian Karl Barth, reflecting on his ethics
and the Christian community’s actions of responsibility.
Specifically, it approaches this issue from two dimensions.
First, by illustrating the relationship between the gospel and the
law, Barth defines the ethical norms of responsibility for the
Christian community, that is, the prophetic action which
witnesses to the divine Word of God. Second, by expounding
the relationship between the Christian community and the civil
community, Barth points to the priestly action of the Christian
community with its political orientation and analogical

expressions. This article shows that Barth’s ethical thinking on
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responsibility in the face of various crises, featured by a
coherent doctrinal stand and with highly contextualized
political propositions, will inspire us to venture ethical practices

with a vision of the common life here and now.

Keywords: Karl Barth; Political Theology;
Ethics of Responsibility; Crisis
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