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Abstract

During the Ming and Qing dynasties, many missionaries
arrived in China. While spreading Catholicism, they also
pushed the cultural exchanges between China and the western
world to an unprecedented new height. Up until our times today,
there has been an abundance of researches on the missionary
strategies of the Jesuits, while the Franciscans, another vital
force, has received little mention among scholars, neither have
Spanish language historical materials been properly used. This
lack of research has proved unhelpful for reproducing
missionary history, both from the perspective of Chinese
scholars, and from the perspective of putting eastern and

western scholars in an equal conversation. Therefore, this
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article uses the example of the Franciscans’ first mission in
Chaozhou to analyze their missionary strategies in China (based
on the letters collected in Sinica Franciscana). This article
intends to point out that during the 17" century, the Franciscans
in China had forgone their early rigid strategy, and had later
adopted more flexible strategies, in order to adapt to Chinese

culture and to preserve their religious mission.

Keywords: Spain; Franciscans; Missionary Strategies;

Chaozhou
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