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2 Jerome, Epistulae, 107 1 (in J P Migne, ed, Patrologiae Cursus Completus, Series Latina,
vol 22 [Paris, 1845]): Auratum squalet Capitolium, fuligine et aranearum telis omnia Romae
templa cooperta sunt, movetur urbs sedibus suis et inundans populus ante delubra semiruta
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3 Ferdinand Gregorovius, History of the City of Rome in the Middle Ages, vol 1 (trans Annie
Hamilton; London: George Bell & Sons, 1894), pp 88-100

4 A H M Jones, The Later Roman Empire 284-602: A Social, Economic and Administrative
Survey (1964, Reprint, Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1986), p 687

5 Richard Krautheimer, Rome: Profile of a City, 312-1308 (Princeton University Press, 1980),
p 33
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6 Peter Brown, “So Debate: the World of Late Antiquity Revisited”, Symbolae Osloenses 72
(1997), pp 20-21; A Life of Learning (ACLS Occasional Paper, No 55; New York:
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8 Michelle Salzman, On Roman Time: The Codex Calendar of 354 and the Rhythms of Urban
Lifein Late Antiquity (Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1990); “Leo’s Liturgical
Topography: Contestations for Space in Fifth Century Rome”, Journal of Roman Studies 103
(2013), pp 208-232
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9 Kimberly Bowes, Private Worship, Public Values, and Religious Change in Late Antiquity
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008)

10 Kristina Sessa, The Formation of Papal Authority in Late Antique Italy: Roman Bishops and
the Domestic Sphere (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2012)
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(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007) ; Lucy Grig & Gavin Kelly (eds ), Two-
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(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2015) ; Geoffrey Dunn (ed ), The Bishop of Rome
in Late Antiquity (Aldershot: Ashgate, 2015) °
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English translation by M Platnauer; Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press,1922])
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16 Claudian, De Consulatu Stilichonis, I 331 (in Claudian, vol 2)

17 Claudian, Panegyricus dictus Probino et Olybrio consulibus, 96-97 (in Claudian, vol 1 [with
an English translation by M Platnauer; Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press,1922])

18 Prudentius, Liber Peristephanon, 14 1-4 (in Prudentius, vol 2 [with an English translation
by H J Thomson; Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1953])

19 Augustine, De Civitate Dei, 1-8 (in Bernardus Dombart & Alphonsus Kalb [eds ], Sancti
Aurelii Augustini Episcopi De Civitate Del Libri XXII [Corpus Christianorum Series Latina,
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21 Augustine, Sermon, 10512 (in J P Migne [ed ], Patrologiae Cursus Completus, Series
Latina, vol 38 [Paris, 1865])

22 R A Markus, Saeculum: History and Society in the Theology of St Augustine (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1970; reprint 2007), pp 50-51

23 Orosius, Historiarum Adversum Paganos Libri Septem, 6 20-6 22 (in Zangemeister [ed ],
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Ecclesiasticorum Latinorum, vol 5 [Vienna: Hoelder, Pichler and Tempsky, 1882])
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27 Leo, Sermon, 84 1 (in Antonius Chavasse [ed ], Sancti Leonis Magni Romani Pontificis:
Tractatus Septem et Nonaginta, Corpus Christianorum Series Latina vol 138 [Turnhout:
Brepols, 1973])

28 Guy Halsall, Barbarian Migrations and the Roman West: 376-568 (Cambridge : Cambridge
University Press, 2007), pp 220-256

29 Henry Chadwick, Oxford History of the Christian Church, vol 1 (Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 2001), pp 557-591
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Abstract

This article is a study of the process of Christianization of
the city of Rome during the 5th century, especially focusing on
the sermons and letters of Pope Leo I. With the help of Jan
Asman’s cultural memory theory, it reveals that Pope Leo I’s
initiatives concerning Christian festivals and commemorations
played a key role in the process of the Christianization of
Rome. Leo I tried to replace traditional pagan festivals with
various Christian commemorations of the early Church
martyrs, paying special attention to the commemorations of
the Apostle Peter, regarding Peter as the spiritual founder of

Rome. Since the Middle Ages, this reinvention of the cultural
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memory of the city of Rome became the cornerstone of the

“sacred city” image in the Latin Christian tradition.
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