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17 Helmut Quaritsch (ed ), Complexio Oppositorum. Uber Carl Schmitt (Berlin: Duncker &
Humblot, 1988), p 185 °
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32 Heinrich Meier, Die Lehre Carl Schmitts. Vier Kapitel zur Unterscheidung politischer
Theologie und politischer Philosophie (Stuttgart: Metzler, 1994), p 245

33 Ruth Groh, Arbeit an der Heillosigkeit der Welt. Zur politisch-theologischen Mythologie und
Anthropologie Carl Schmtts (Frankfurt am Main: Suhrkamp, 1998), p 215

70



R SRR B Z BRI B RHAOEE

HAREEFHME BRI M ERmE T B R
o RHREE TN AT ARG BORE RN R
FEAGEEEH [FEBAL] - RATHAACEERRET
XEEENER > ERFHEFRELZHM - —HEEHH
TARTEHRBEEARE > WERZ T2 ERNRA - 1EE
HELE R 03

TEBBEGREP > FRAMIRE] T 28 RBERLAIRAR « S5 ORIk
B — A — oKy o A TS A S —— R AR
FE > WK ARG AN 1 o SRTI i K AR L A2 1 JF
ftb 3 BB RO I BOE AW - R BUA G E R [PEr ] B -
BRI AR AR [EA 45 aL#8 ] (Hobbes-Kristall) 33
T [EVER G W AT BE o MEOKARTE ML Fr i i [ AR ] A > W]
AR A I B S I E BA E IR TR | nomAs » 8RS
— AT AT BE A e A S A T o Bl L 2R e TR -
H - BHA WA > M2EBEERNIM - kRO

34  Schmitt, Glossarium, p 243
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36 Carl Schmitt, Positionen und Begriffe. im Kampf mit Weimar — Genf — Versailles 1923-1939,
(Hamburg: Hanseatische Verlagsanstalt, 1940), p 114
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37 Barbara NichtweiB,, “Apokalyptische Verfassungslehren Carl Schmitt im Horizont der
Theologie Erik Petersons”, in Bernd Wacker (ed ), Die eigentlich katholische Verscharfung.
Konfession, Theologie und Politik um Werk Carl Schmitts (Miinchen: Wilhelm Fink Verlag,
1994),p 63
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Abstract

Carl Schmitt is one of the most controversial, and yet
charismatic figures, in the history of world political thought, in
the 20th century. His literary interpretation is also one access
to the study of his thought. By analyzing Schmitt’s elaboration
of “the Grand Inquisitor” in Dostoevsky’s novel The Brothers
Karamazov, this article actually shows the similarities between
Schmitt and the Grand Inquisitor: they have a similar
anthropological starting point; they both question Christ’s
response to the three temptations from the Devil in the
wilderness; and they both categorize themselves as a part of a
special “elite group” and thus choose a “faith that deprives
people of liberty”. In the end, it led both of them to the denial
of eschatology and redemption. The literary figure of “the
Grand Inquisitor” mirrors the serious deviation of Schmitt

from the doctrines of the Christian faith. This comparative
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study also opens up a cross-time dialogue between Dostoevsky
and Schmitt, thus forming a critical examination of Schmitt’s

political theology.

Keywords: Carl Schmitt; The Grand Inquisitor; Dostoevsky;
Political Theology; Christianity
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