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8. Hermann Koster, ‘“Zur christlichen Verkiindigung in China”, Zeitschrift fiir
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International Journal of Bible, Theology & Philosophy 13 (2012). pp. 59-88 °

10. #H The Chinese Recorder VXXII (March 1891), pp.144-145 -
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Abstract

This article is about preaching the Old Testament in popular
local performed genres of storytelling by Fei Jinbiao, a Chinese
Catholic converted by the Society of Divine Word (SVD), to the
peasants in western Shandong in the critical period of early twentieth
century. The article aims to show how the story of Deluge as an
example is presented, the influence to the audience, and how the
biblical stories are reshaped, especially when the inherent Catholic
faith was still suspected by the social authority or in conflict with
local dominant beliefs. Accordingly, special attention goes to the
deviations to the original biblical story and narrative. The basic
assumption is that Fei Jinbiao’s works, with remarkable literary
splendor particularly in characterization through dialogues and

psyche details as well as flexible cultural accommodation strategies,
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make the story more fit into the local milieu and the evangelical aims
of the author. The primal texts for discussion mainly include
Shengjiao gushi xiaoshuo guci (Guci-styled script for the narrated
history in the Old Testament) and Hongshui mieshi juben
(Bangzi-styled drama script for the story of Deluge) by Fei J inbiao,
in contrast to the predecessor Gujing lueshuo (An introduction to the
ancient Scripture) by SVD missionary Fr. Joseph Hesser from the
same area. It is hoped that the paper may help better understand the
Bible, especially the Old Testament, in Catholic evangelical missions

in modern China.

Keywords: SVD; Fei Jinbiao; The Deluge; guci; bangzigiang
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