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Abstract

In his new monograph, What is Sino-Theology?, Chin
Ken Pa argues that Sino-theology should not necessarily be
accustomed the Sino tradition and context. Christian faith and
theology should maintain its otherness from the local context
in order to contribute insights which is not captivated by Sino
tradition. Therefore, Sino-theology has to be freed from the
indigenised strategy of identifing with local culture and from
the strong passion of Chinese nationalism. In this light,
Sino-theology should regard itself as a stumbling block and as
a fool rather than a wisdom. Furthermore, Chin articulates the
political theology in different periods, contexts and
denominations in Chinese speaking areas. This review agrees
that Jingjiao (Church of the East in China) was inescapably
subject to the political dominance of the Tang Dynasty.

Because of the fact that the government strictly controlled
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religions, Jingjiao suddenly diminished in China. Even though
this interpretation might not be shared by other historians and
previous researchers, this interpretation is convincing in terms
of the same situation of Buddhism at that time.

However, this review points out that though Chin
criticised Sino-theology to be under the political theology of
Chinese nationalism, he justified the political theology of
Jingjiao as a “survival kit” in the context of the strong
religious control. On the other hand, the meaning of “political
theology” which Chin mentioned throughout the book is
confusing and not clear. Chin seemed to redefine political
theology but sometimes he did not insist upon his new
definition. Finally, the review argues that the political
theology of the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan (PCT) cannot
avoid concern its relation with the World Council of Churches.
Also, the PCT’s tradition of “contextualised theology” cannot
narrowly define independence as the political agenda of

Taiwan even though its birth and context is highly political.

Keywords: Sino-Christian Theology; Jingjiao;
Political Theology; Contextualised Theology
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