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Creatfo ex nihilo and Spiritual Matter:

Two Issues in Augustine’s Interpretation of Genesis
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Abstract

In his intrepretation of Genesis, Saint Augustine
constructed his Christian metaphysics. This article examines
two related issues in his metaphysics: creatio ex nihilo and
spiritual matter, which made him significantly different from
Greek philosophers. By emphasizing creatio ex nihilo,
Augustine argued that both form and matter are created by
God. At the same time, he argued that all created things
consist of form and matter. Hence spiritual creatures, namely
angels, must consist of form and matter. With these two
concepts, Augustine had great difficulties both in philosophy
and in theology.
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