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Abstract

In his new book, Sino-Christian Theology in the Public
Square: From Theology to Christian Studies, Lai Pan-chiu
tries to position Sino-Christian theology/Christian Studies in
the context of Hong Kong rather than to culturally connect the
Western theology with Chinese canons. He makes use of the
insight of ecological theology to challenge the dual
presumption such as the separation of church and academy, of
Christians and non-Christians, of Western theology and
Eastern theology, of universality and particularity, and of the
public and the private.

This book firstly points out the methodology of Sino-
Christian studies, regarded it as a subject of liberal arts having
dialogues with another traditions and disciplines. Secondly, it
views the Orthodox tradition as a Christian diversity and

introduces its doctrine of recapitulation to rethink the relation
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between anthropology, Christology and salvation. This
approach can be a better alternative for a dialogue with
Confucianism. Finally, it applies the methodology and insights
of the previous two parts to his response to four controversial
issues in Hong Kong, such as the concept of he-xie
(harmonious) society, human rights, patriotism and public
theology of “Occupy Central”.

This review also demonstrates, in the context of Taiwan,
the tough situation of theological studies owing to the local
secularised environment, which marginalises its development of
related researches in universities and neglects the nature of
theology as liberal arts. In addition, this review argues that if
Sino-Christian studies aims to cooperate with other traditions to
“pursue the kingdom of God”, does it fall into the trap of
“Christian-centralism™”,  appropriating  another religious
interpretations to be “footnotes” to support a theological agenda?
In terms of Christian diversities, is there a “common’ consensus
of understanding the kingdom of God in Christian traditions?
Lai thus seems to have avoided discussing these questions:
“how to deal with the diverse voices among Christianity?”,

“Whose Sino-Christian theology do we refer to?”

Keywords: Sino-Christian Theology; Public Theology;
Methodology of Theology; Ecumenical Theology
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