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Abstract

In the first years of the Communist China, the Chinese
theologian T. C. Chao was inspired by Paul Tillich,
especially by his book The Protestant Era (1948). He
stated enthusiastically that he totally agreed with what Tillich
said in this book. At the same time, he had planned to
translate the whole book in Chinese, but failed and only the
first chapter of The Protestant Era was published after
translation. This article argues that, Chao felt inspired by
Tillich, mainly because Tillich stressed that the formative
power of Protestantism as well as its prophetic spirit
should be considered as one of the principles in

Protestantism.

Keywords: Paul Tillich; T. C. Chao (Zichen Zhao);

The Protestant Era; Christianity; Communism

91






