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59. #2: Paul Tillich, The Future of Religions (ed. Jerald C. Brauer; New York: Harper & Row,
1966).
60. Abe, “Non-Being and Mu”, p. 131.
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B S B PE B R L EAE T SRPLPTHER T T FTRE R
P T8EE] o SREMUER TEES LMARBEAR T 15
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45




i

o B SE S RR AT AS o R B o OSSRl I > KRR AER Y
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Abstract

This article compares the receptions of Paul Tillich
(1886-1965) in the Buddhist-Christian Studies in the West and
the Sino-Christian Studies in China represented respectively
by Masao Abe (1915-2006) and He Guanghu. It argues that
when arguing for the distinctiveness and superiority of the
Eastern or Buddhist position, especially the notion of Absolute
Nothingness advocated by the Kyoto School, Abe’s response
to Tillich, especially his ontological discourse on Being and
non-being, falls into the trap of reverse Orientalism. In
contrast, when articulating a global philosophy of religion, He
Guanghu makes extensive reference to Tillich’s ontology to
illustrate the commonalities among the various religious
traditions rather than to highlight their differences. Based on

this comparative study, this article concludes with a critical
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reflection on how Sino-Christian theology may respond to

western Christian theological discourses.
Keywords: Paul Tillich; Buddhist-Christian Dialogue;
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