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(Cambridge, Mass.: MIT Press, 1983).

4, Karl Lowith, Meaning in History (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1949);
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RYEEWE - hREEERESIEY > HBV/ME > GEREEBAES) (1 -
HERIHE S M ARAL > 2008) > E 127-154 .

7. WX EA R AER B BT AR E  (http:/hps.pku.edu.cn/2016/06/2967
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17. Philosophische Rundschau 15 (1968), p. 197.
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Modern History 56 (1984), p. 700
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Abstract

This essay starts from examining the debate on modernity
between Karl Lowith and Hans Blumenberg and extends the
discussion to include figures such as Hans Jonas, Eric
Voegelin and Martin Heidegger in relation to Gnosticism.
Obviously this group of modern thinkers forms an intellectual
family and their viewpoints are interdependent on each other.
Analyzing along this vein this essay argues that justice may be
an underlying issue to be tackled by all of them, while the
human is destined to carry out action in this world accordingly.
This is a conventional and complicated theme in the
philosophy and theology of history, and explained why the
debate among German academics some 50 more years ago

would expand to the English and even Chinese circles.
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