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Abstract

Jingjing (Adam) was the most important Christian
translator and theologian in Tang China. In 786, Jingjing was
invited to co-operate with the Nalanda scholar Prajna to
translate the Satparamita Sutra. Jingjing developed a profound
understanding of Buddhism from his connection with Buddhist
monks and scholars, and made a base for his terminological
and theological construction in a Buddhist context. A typical
example of his effort on the Buddhist-Christian translatability
is Yingshen (Nirmana-kaya), which was transplanted to denote
the second person of the Trinity. We can analyze the
theological basis of Jingjing’s transplantation of Ying
(Nirmana) through the comparative study of (1) the
fundamental motif of Ying (response), (2) the universality of

Ying and (3) the soteriological elements in the enactment of
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Ying. The transformation made by Jingjing is important and
meaningful in comparative religion and comparative theology.
Nevertheless, it is still a question for further research whether
the conception of Yingshen “narrows” the meaning of the

second person of the Trinity.

Keywords: Theology of Jingjiao (Chinese Christianity in
Tang Dynasty); Ying (Nirmana); Economy;
Buddhism in Sui and Tang Dynasties;
Translatability of Buddhism into Jingjiao
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