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Abstract

Jaroslav Pelikan points out in his book Jesus Through the
Centuries, His Place in the History of Culture that there were
different titles of Jesus Christ in western history. Since
Nestorian came to China in Tang dynasty, Jesus Christ in
China also had different faces and images: “unreasonable”,
“incomprehensible” person, or as friend, brother, bodhisattva,
gentleman, stranger, barbarian, prisoner, as the incarnated Dao
and so on. Roman Malek, the chief editor of Monumenta
Serica, collected most of the writings on the images of Jesus in
China. This review firstly gives a general overview of the
main contents of this book. Then the author makes some
critical comments on volume 2, which focuses on the history
of images of Jesus Christ from late Ming to early Qing
dynasties. Although this volume has omitted some facets of

images of Jesus which are significant to the history of
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Christianity in China such as the tension between God (the
Lord of Heaven) and Jesus, and non-believers even
anti-Christianity’s reactions to the images of Jesus, it presents
comprehensive collections of writings on the manifold faces
and images of Jesus in China during Ming and Qing period.
This collection may be helpful to shine out “the unsearchable
riches of Christ” as reflected in China, and also beneficial to

reflect and construct Sino-Christian theology in China today.
Keywords: Images of Jesus; Jesuits;

Jincheng shuxiang (An Illustrated Life of Christ
Presented to the Chinese Emperor)
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