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Abstract

Taking religious experience as the fundamental for
religious studies is one of the characteristics of contemporary
religious studies. But what does religious experience mean after
all? Some scholars suggest that it should be something different
from ordinary experience. This article, however, retrieves the
religious experience of everyday life. The first two parts
develop the theories of William James, Rudolf Otto, and Mircea
Eliade in terms of a sacred-profane dialectics. The following
parts introduce David Tracy’s theory of religious experience as
“Limit”. For Tracy, the idea of “Limit” neatly illustrates the
interaction of the ordinariness (Limit-to) and the sacredness
(Limit-of) of religious experience; and it is also through this

Limit-to that the Holy as Infinite (Limit-of) can suddenly flicker.
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