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Abstract

Marxism came to China along with the October Revolution
of Russia. There were quite a number of Chinese scholars
getting interest in Marxism. At the same time, the May 4th
Movement was interpreted as a patriotic demonstration of
students and an anti-imperialist movement. Y. T. Wu, who had
participated actively in the YMCA students works for years,
was impossible to be immuned from this impetus for
enlightenment and salvation.

~ From his learning of Jesus’ concrete teaching through the
Mount Sermon to his understanding and absorption of
materialism from a Christian stance, Wu’s thought had several
important changes. In his opinion, Mount Sermon is a
completely realistic picture and the way of thinking for
materialism is also a realistic science. Their common interest is

the problem of material life, which is the base for the existence
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of human being. Therefore, Wu’s intention to reconcile both
thoughts is not difficult to understand.

This article clarifies Wu’s thought through his works. It
seizes Wu’s critics on the situation of China at his time, on
which he proposed Christian materialism under the
presupposition of the principle of reconciliation. Just like those
Neo-marxists at his time, Wu’s theological thought and critics
on modernity came together side by side, which was obvious in
his thought on the possibilities for the future of Christianity in
the relation of the situation of the world and China. Thus Wu’s

thought was a kind of critical theology in China.

Keywords: Materialism; Marxism; Christian Socialism;

Revolution; Violence and Peace
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