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Where does theology go?
- Paul Tillich: A History of Christian Thought

by Che Gui (Doctorate student af the Depariment of Philosophy of WuHan University, Visiting Scholar af Tao Fong Shan
Christian Centre)

Paul Tilich's A History of Christian Thought has been published in Chinese franslation, yet another great achievement in
the 'Chinese Academic Library of Christian Thought', As one of the worlds great philosophical authorities, Paul Tillich's
theology poses a challenge to the quesfs for fruth in this generation.

The first part of this book discusses the classical Chrisfian theological radition fom its diclogue with the ancient Greek philosophy until the Protestant
theology of time of the Reformation. Tilich sees the core of the great dogmatic conflicts on Christology and Trinity which began with the Apostolic
Fathers fo be ever the same: ‘How is salvation possible within a dark and deathbound world? ' - which is ecslly seen to be the very guestion which 20th
century existentialism has brought up again. On the level of theolegical inferpretation, Tilich can rightly be said fo be in the great fradifion of the
Alexandrian school. The logos of the says, that in the theology of Tilich, there is a renewed expasition of the principle of Gods universal self-revelation.
And passionately devoted fo the old church father Origen, is even more revecling of Tilich's complete mystical theology.

The second part of the book deals with protestant theology of the 19th and 20th centuries. The conflicts of Enlightenment rationalism and fraditional
faith dumpps humankind info @ hitherto unseen break up of spift. The insanity of Nietzche Is an appropriate portraif of the spiitucl break up of this age and
liberal theology is the life and death struggle of modem philosophy atfernpting fo overcome this spirifual break up. As seen from one perspective,
Schielermacher can be seen as the theologian who rectified the Enlightenment moverent, but Schielermacher saved classical theology by sactificing
the authority of the Bible. Hegel attermpted fo use philosophical concepts fo interpret the ‘mythological symbols” of Christian theology establishing a
great synthesis in the confrontation of traditional faith and Enlightenment philosophy. But the price Hegel pald for this, was a complete reversal of roles
petween dialectical mefaphysics and revelatory theclogy. The theologieal mission of Paul Tillich then is ancther bold attempt after the collapse of the

great syntheses of Schisiermacher and Hegel.

Where does theology go?

Tilich clearly states that contemporary theology faces an extremely important cho,.""' iner o revert to the orthedox classical tradffion or fo carry on

Academic Studies ;C )

Visiting scholars In"i

In March, in early spring, Dr Cheng GuanMin of the Beiding Huaku
Publishing House, came fo visit our Insfitute in the capacity of visifing
scholar for a period of three moniths, thus baing the first visiting scholar
of the new millenium. The object for the sfudies of Dr.Cheng is this fime
a comparison of the theories of Hate of Scheler and Niefzche. Dr.Cheng
is a young scholar wecring glasses and the direction of his interests con
be gathered from the Interview above. Apart from doing research and
collecting material related to his topic, Dr.Cheng will clso help our
Institute in the work of translation and proofreading.

Guest Professors

In April, our Guest Professor, Dr.G.Civeller has been in mainland China
to lecture at various universities, as aranged by our Insfitute, among
others, at Chinese People’s University, ShanDong University, ShanXi
Normal University, FuDan University and ZheJiang University. On these
occasicns, Dr.Criveller lectured on post-madernism, contemporary
theology, the theory of religious dialogue etc.

py o'urin'r e To FuDan Unlversrry n Shonghm where he lectured on
fopics related fo biblical Hebrew.

A new Guest Professor: Dr. Zhang Xian

Dr. Zhang Xian is presently lecturer at the Depariment for Philosophy at
ZhongShan University in Guangzhou. During the years 1990 o 1999 Dr.
Zhang took up o post as guest professor at Freiburg University,
Switzerland. The special fields of Dr, Zhang are phenomenology and
Christian philosophy and he is fluent in English, German, and French.
Prof, Znang s presently malnly occupied with franslations and proof-
reading at our insfifute but it is our hope that we can esfablish a deeper
and wider cooperation with Dr.Zhang.
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' Guest Researchers

November 18 Dr. Theodor Jgrgensen,
ISCS guest professor, went to Guangzhou Zhongshan University to
give lectures on the topic Vi
"A Theology of Reli- i
gion in the Perspective ¢
of Schleiermacher's
'Reden iiber die
Religion™". The audience
included teachers and

postgraduates.

Dr. Notto Thelle, ISCS guest
researcher, gave lectures at Guangdong Union Theological Seminary,
featuring the topic "Religious Tolerance - Based on the Love of
Christ". The audience included teachers and senior students. They
showed interest in the topic of 'religious dialogue" and initiated a
thorough discussion.

November 19
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August Prof. Liu attended the "Inter-
national Seminar on Humanistic Theology " which was held by
Shanxi Normal University in Xi'an. He gave a speech on the topic
"The National Burden of Confucianism and New Chinese
Conservatism'", The following is an excerpt from this lecture:

The Revival of 'Political Confucianism and

New Chinese Conservatism'

These last three years has seen the appearance of a tension
within the Chinese academia, a tension between the so-called New
Left Wing and Liberalism, corresponding well with the philo-
sophical climate in North America, where liberalism is being criti-
cized from the side of Communitarianism and of the 'New Left
Wing'. However, observers of culture fail to notice the appear-
ance of a New Chinese aConservatism. But actually, in this pro-
cess of diversification within the present Chinese philosephical
circles, this New Chinese Conservatism aiming at reviving a 'po-
litical Confucianism!, is equally worth noticing.

As for political thinking, earlier Chinese conservatism is rep-
resented by Kang YouWei and Liang ShuMing, and the new Chi-
nese conservatism basically continue their standpoints, proclaim-
ing the suitability of Confucian rituals and politics to modern times.
The 'mew! about the New conservatism is it's critique of modern
Confucian predilection for Sung [dynasty] studies demanding
revival of Han [dynasty] orthodox studies, besides itself attempt-
ing to connect Confucian politics with modern Western demo-
cratic principles. 'Political Confucianism' is directly pointed
against XinXue pointing out, that Confucianism is not merely
concerned with questions of XinXing (‘temperament, mindset’)
but also with such of politics: these two can not be separated.
'Political Confucianism! in particular holds, that the GongYang
[tradition of interpreting Confucianism] is at the core of Confu-

cian political theory and that it will still be valid in the political *

future of modern China. (see Jiang Qing, Wang Baoxuan, Deng
Xiaojun ete).

Some Western scholars studying Chinese philosophy even
think, that Confucian political thinking could provide the 21st
century with universally valid resources towards resolving the
difficult modernistic problems of political system, demonstrating
that this New Chinese Conservatism, based on Confueian politi-



